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The February 2008 Bridge Officer’s Briefing
Harold L. Hladky, JN, Commander

| want to thank the Bridge, Executive Committee
members and program chairs who are willing to serve
in 2008. When | became Commander - the first time
in 2001, we had lots of people on the Bridge who
were new to the squadron and leadership roles. Our
2008 Bridge and Executive Committee have many
people with experience, so | have high expectations
for the coming year.

During my first command, on Tuesday, September
11th 2001, | cancelled the meeting in part because
we had family involved in 9/11. How interesting that
on Tuesday September 11, 2007, | was called on by
P/C Bob Landeros to fill in while he had was dealing
with “family” concerns. Also reminiscent of 2001, we
were planning for the 2002 fall District conference
and this year we are again planning to host a District
conference this coming fall.

This year we will continue our excellent public boating
class programs, that place an emphasis on member-
ship to continue boating education and experience.

Over the years, we have seen a decline in summer
“on-the-water” activities. | want to reverse this de-
cline with events centered around the predictive log,
the dingy poker run and some other events. | am ask-

ing for suggestions and volunteers to help make these Harold Hladky, JN
events successful, for not only this year, but for future The 2008 KSPS COI;lmander
years.

Car Havold L. Hiadky, JN

Hey, Where’s the Interlaker? g EXIERIALT
The Interlaker is the official newsletter of District 9. The Kalamazoo e
Sail & Power Squadron belongs to District 9 along with 24 other

local squadrons, and each one dedicated to providing boating edu- p—

cation to the Lower Peninsula of Michigan and northern Indiana.

In the past, the Interlaker was mailed all District 9 members before
Spring and Fall District Conferences, but starting this year the Inter-
laker will only be available online at the District 9 website, d9-
usps.org and for the convenience of our members it will also be
available on our website, ksps-usps.org .




SEOQ’s Update

Lt/C Joe Mills, JN

2008. Like Nils, Wally would appre-
ciate your help in offering these

. | P > S5ays
Kudos to William Ditty, AP for passing Advanced Piloting. William courses and proctoring exams. Il Be A Hero. Around water,
completed Advanced Piloting as a self-study course, and graders at ~ Please contact them directly. Help- | | RSSRSUIEN s
National found his exam to be “expectations!” ing in Boat Smart courses is a great

way to refresh your skills before the
Congratulations to Becky Ditty, Susan Livingston, Robert Sheppard, i1t of the 2008 boating season.

Scott Davis, David Parker, Ronald McPhee, Walter Lund and Dennis  pjease pass information about this
Van Alisburg for successfully completing the USPS Piloting course. classes to acquaintances or family
The class chair George Gerpheide, AP with William Ditty, AP assist- members who might be interested.
ing. This year, Bill will become the new Piloting class chair. George,

thanks for all your help in improving the boating competence of our  If for the next boating season,
members! Bill, welcome aboard and we look forward to your leader- ~ You're planning a day-cruise or a

ship. year-long around the Great Loop, a@_:ﬁ_?-. A o e Moy v T G S o S
you should think about enrollingin | ¥t
Your squadron is offering Boat Smart classes in Battle Creek and Cruise Planning. This course will

Kalamazoo. The Battle Creek course will begin on 7 February 2008. help you plan whatever voyage and adventures you have planned for

If you want to help in delivering this course, please contact P/C Nils 2008. P/C Karen Strand, AP, will offer this course, which starts on
Strand, AP. Lt Wally Corder, S, will offer Boat Smart to general pub- 27 March 2008.

lic in Kalamazoo. The Kalamazoo course will begin on 14 April

KSPS, D-9 & USPS Activities and Meetings

12 February 2008, 1830-2100 19-24 February 2008 1 March 2008

KSPS General Meeting USPS Annual Meeting District 9 Council

Program & location to be determined Dallas, Texas Doherty Hotel, Claire Michigan

11 March 2008; 1830-2100 4-6 April 2008 8 February 2008, 1830-2100

KSPS Executive Meeting District 9 Conference KSPS General Meeting

Location to be determined Troy Marriott, Troy Michigan Program & location to be determined

Public Courses, Advanced Grade Courses & Electives

Boat Smart: Kalamazoo 14 April 2008 Wally Corder 269-321-0751  wccorder@hotmail.com

Boat Smart: Battle Creek 7 February 2008 Nils Strand 269-964-6600  nils.strand@gsa.gov

DNR Course: Kalamazoo TBD Lois Whitmore 269-345-4521 Ihw@core.com

Seamanship TBD Robyn Levene 269-372-1782 rbynlevene@aol.com

Piloting TBD George Gerpheide 269-375-4024  gsgerph@yahoo.com
Advanced Piloting 14 January 2008 Jerry Hendrickson 269-353-7243  jlhl0acrewoods@charter.net
Junior Navigation TBD Robert Landeros 269-501-2757 robert.landeros@sbcglobal.net
Navigation Spring 2008 Robert Landeros 269-501-2757 robert.landeros@sbcglobal.net
Cruise Planning 27 March 2008 Karen Strand 269-964-6600  karenstrand@sbcglobal.net
Engine Maintenance TBD Dan Livingston 269-781-2328 autodan@yahoo.com
Instructor Development TBD Lois Whitmore 269-345-4521 Iwh@core.com

Marine Electronics Spring 2008 Harold Hladky 269-969-0815 hhladky@aol.com

Sail (Advanced) 10 January 2008 George Tyler 269-671-4560  gtn8kjd@tds.net

Weather Spring 2008 Allen Buskirk 269-375-2586  andiamo9l1@cs.com

The 2007 KSPS Bridge Officers

Commander P/C Harold L. Hladky JN 269-969-0815 (home) harold.hladky@wmich.edu
Executive Officer Lt/C William Soule P 269-544-0518 (home) souleb@aol.com

Educational Officer Lt/C W. Joseph Mills JN 269-375-4414 (home) millsatty@tds.net
Administrative Officer Lt/C Robert D. Sheppard, P 269-323-0231 (home) sheppard-r@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer P/C Nils Strand AP 269-964-6690 (home) nils.strand@gsa.gov

Secretary Lt/C Lyndell Bleyer S 269-731-5601 (home) lyn.bleyer@wmich.edu




February Membership Meeting: Sailing Grace S 4 1 I 1 ng

12 February 2008; 1830 to 2100 .
Gigi's Causal Dining, Kalamazoo Ml E
RSVP: Lt/C Bob Sheppard, P i

(269) 323-0231 or

- \sheppard-r@sbcglobal.net

This month, John Otterbacher, author and former
Michigan legislator from Grand Rapids will be our
featured speaker. His book, "Sailing Grace" is his
™ true story that begins with John flat on his back

| in a local health club, gasping for air. It ends
thirty-one months and four thousand miles later
when he, his wife Barbara, and their two young-
est children maneuver their sailboat, Grace, into
Schull Harbor, Ireland. A gritty account of their
family's struggle to do better than simply survive,
it is also a commentary on how love heals,
dreams energize, and trauma can be a wake-up call. From hospital ward to the
stormy Atlantic, this hard-edge story will resonate with anyone who has struggled
with profound adversity - be it coronary disease, cancer, or the "heavy weather"
that unexpectedly blows through every life.
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The 2008 Kalamazoo Sail & Power Squadron Officers

Rear row standing: Nils K. Strand, AP (Treasurer), Lyndell R. Bleyer, S (Secretary); Chris J. Hansen, P (Executive Committee). Center row
standing Phyllis A.R. Buskirk, P (Executive Committee); Diane R. Hansen, JN (Auditing Committee and Assistant Educational Officer); William
L. Soule, P (Executive Officer) Gary W. Bleyer, S (Executive Committee); Robert D. Sheppard, P (Administrative Officer); Wally Corder, S
(Executive Committee). Front row seated: W. Joseph Mills, JN (Educational Officer); Harold L. Hladky, JN (Commander); Robert Landeros, SN
(Immediate Past Commander and Nominating Committee).



2008 KSPS Annual Meeting Snapshots... _

7 February

Raymond J. Shoemaker

10 February
Sharon Marie Mathewson, AP

11 February
Jerry B. Love, P

13 February
Linda R. Mills, S

17 February
Scott J. Davis

21 February
Edward B. Smith

D/Lt/C Bryan Bartlett, AP (left) accepts a framed 2
KSPS burgee from outgoing Commander Robert At the January 2008 Annual Meeting
Landeros, SN (right). and Change of Watch, outgoing Com-
mander, Robert Landeros, SN recog-
nized Lt/C Lyn Bleyer, S as the KSPS
Outstanding Member for 2007.

b i

Bryan was the official representative from District 9
and officiated the Change of Watch. Also in atten-
dance was Past District Commander Denise Samu,
AP.

STINCTION|\ 2006 ]

LINITED STATES POWER SOUADRONS o

Kalamazoo Sail & Power Squnadron
a unit of the United States Power Squadrons®

1175 Bunkerhill Drive
Kalamazoo MI 49009-9188

pilot.editor@ksps-usps.org

Lt/C Lyndell Bleyer, S, Editor

Making boating safer and more fun!

We’re on the web

http://www.ksps-usps.org







