
 

   It pains me to mention that I’m typing my Commander’s Com-

ments for this month from the balcony of our hotel room while 

coconut palms sway gently in an onshore breeze in front of me.  

There are no doors to much of the resort where we are staying in 

Jamaica, because it never gets cold.  If the temperature drops to 

60 degrees many stay home from work, says our driver, because 

of the extreme cold.  A just completed telephone call to Detroit 

indicates the temperature at a current 5 degrees.  Our TV picks 

up a Miami station which complains that they are currently shiv-

ering through a temperature in the high 60’s.  Misery is relative.  

    Yesterday, our catamaran cruise took us through crystal clear 

Caribbean waters of indescribable beauty with colors of an  

almost unimaginable range of hues of blue. I would recommend 

Montego Bay for anyone’s bucket list.   
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    In case the reader is ready to give up 

in disgust, be reassured that tomorrow 

is our last day in paradise, and we spend 

the following day reluctantly winging our 

way back to Detroit, then to Kalamazoo 

where duties took no vacation; not the 

least being the death and funeral of a 

young nephew, for whom this trip was 

designed over a year ago.  

    We are now in a period of time where 

a USPS/KSPS class is being taught 

somewhere in Southwest Michigan; a 

period which will not end until May.   

This is to acknowledge and thank all 

those who are making this possible, and 

keeping KSPS’s presence in front of the 

public.   

   March’s Executive Committee meeting 

is an important one because we must 

make some midcourse course adjust-

ments while our Bridge/Executive Com-

mittee is temporarily understaffed.  We 

also might hear a report on the Grand 

Rapids Boat Show, or see what life in 

Jamaica is like in February. Tuesday, 

March 10 is the date, and Brewster’s is 

the place.  All are welcome to attend.   

  

 

 

KSPS Commander 
Jim Johnston 

Interesting Weather Facts  

Some of our most severe tornado  

seasons have followed in late March/

early April after extremely cold winters. 

 

30/30 rule. When thunder roars,  
go indoors.  Then wait at least 30 minutes - 
after last thunder - before going outside. 
 

ƴ The vast majority of lightning victims 
were headed to a safe place but waited too 
long before seeking shelter.   

ƴ More than 80% of lightning fatality 

victims are male, typically between the 

ages of 15 and 40. 

 
x 

Jim Johnston 
KSPS Commander Born March 2 

Photo by 
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Autrey 

From:  

Nat’l Weather 
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Thunder-

storms,  

Tornadoes, 

Lightning. . . 

Nature’s Most 

Violent 

Storms.   

http://www.ksps-usps.org
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Calendar:  KSPS Activities, Events and Meetings  

 (mark your personal calendar or post on fridge or 

mirror) 

At General meetings speaker / presentation follows dinner.  

Executive Committee: - business meeting after dinner.  Order 

off the menu (range $8 - $26).  Prices higher at conference, 

COW,  and holiday party.  RSVP required at these last three.   

Be sure to check this month's location. RSVP if indicated.  

RSVP not needed at Brewsters, Gull Lake View or Moonraker.  

Questions: Lyn (269) 731-5601, Cdr 375-8441, Jim 345-5136  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tues 10 March  / 6:30 social time, 7 dinner 

Executive Committee Meeting - Everyone Welcome  

At Brewsters on Portage Rd by Kzoo Airport 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Get or Upgrade your amateur radio license 

“Ham-In-A-Day” event sponsored by our local Skywarn.  

Saturday 7 March  - 9am  - 4pm 

$15 includes pizza lunch and exam 

Battle Creek Public Works -  150 S. Kendall St. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tour of the Canadian Club Heritage Center in  

Windsor, Ontario on Saturday 21 March $12 pp 
www.sailangle.com/uploads/

userfiles/5/54f261bfb2c52_CanadianClubTour2015.pdf 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Palm Sunday Tornado 50th Anniversary,  

April 11th at 7 pm at Kenowa Hills Auditorium.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tues 14 April  / 6:30 social time, 7 dinner 

General Meeting -  Moonraker West - Battle Creek 

Speaker being confirmed  - Everyone Welcome  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2015 Spring District 9 Conference 

24-26 April, 2015 

 at Shanty Creek Resorts -  Bellaire, MI 

Hospitality Night Theme: Musicals 

In addition to officers’ meetings, here is a sampling   

of  Saturday seminars: 

Spotlight on Education 
 

01  Joshua Kilbourn  

02  Robert Landeros 

03  Lyndell Bleyer 

03  Jerilyn Johnston 

07  Beth Walter 

13  Arthur Boyce 

15  Patrick Fitzgerald 

22  Donald DeLong 

26  William Soule  

March Birthdays 

    Tell your friends, neighbors, relatives and slip mates  

Contact SEO Harold Hladky (269) 274-1995 or class 

coordinator.  Ideally, we need to order course materials 

at least 2 weeks before class.  

For more detailed course content description visit our 

website at http://www.ksps-usps.org   

Although the classroom versions of our USPS seminars 

are the most beneficial, USPS and BoatUS are offering  

some seminars online.   

 Go to www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm 

Offered LOCALLY: 

Knots, Bends and Hitches  - a 2 hour hands-on "learn 

how to tie knots" seminar geared to a wide range of  

audiences.  Instructor: Joe Mills.   

Contact Joe 375-4414 (eve) or  Wally (269) 312-8876  

for details and location. Date: Saturday 28 March 1 pm 

 

America’s Boating Course  2015   Materials $35, ($38 

at Portage) additional family sharing materials only $5 

more.  Classes are 2 hours per night for 5 weeks.    

Please call and let us know you’re coming.  

 

ABC Kalamazoo Old Central 6-8 pm Weds Mar 4 - Apr 1  

Rm 238 Westnedge & Dutton  Wally Corder 312-8876 

 

Youth Boating Old Central 6-8 pm Weds Mar 4 - Apr 1  

Register thru Kal. Community Ed. (269) 337-0446  

 

ABC Battle Creek  7 -  9 pm Thurs - Mar 12, 19, 26,  

April 2, (off Apr 9), exam Apr 16  Rm B-14 at  

Lakeview Middle School   Call Lyn Bleyer 731-5601 

ABC Portage Central - Comm. Rm. Apr 13 to May 11 

Call Jim Johnston 375-8441   $38 / $5 added person 

Details at www.ksps-usps.org   

Birthdays 
Birthday not listed? Please let Lyn know.  

I like nonsense, it wakes up the brain cells.  

Fantasy is a necessary ingredient in living.— Dr. Seuss 

  1  Ron Voelker 

  1  Paul Walker 

  3  Glenn Hahn 

  3  Dan Seng 

  9  Jim White 

29  Harriette Griffith 

April Birthdays 

Å Virtual Trainer Demo  

Å Boating Activities for Your  

       Squadron 

Å Mackinaw Maritime Museum 

Å Piloting  (course changes)  

Å Seamanship (changes) 

Å Electronic Navigation 

Å Vessel Safety Checks 

(Highlighting the new manual) 

Å Hiking to North Manitou  

      Island  (crossing by ice)  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Safe Boating Week / Portage Family Fish Fair & 

Nat’l PFD Awareness Photo Shoot 

Saturday 16 May 10 am—noon 

Ramona Park 

http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/userfiles/5/54f261bfb2c52_CanadianClubTour2015.pdf
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/userfiles/5/54f261bfb2c52_CanadianClubTour2015.pdf
http://www.ksps-usps.org/Education/MemberCourses.html
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm
http://www.ksps-usps.org/Education/MemberCourses.html
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   Fred Castner, Gary and Lyn Bleyer 

attended the SKYWARN® Weather 

Spotter’s training in Battle Creek on 

Saturday 28 February.  For those of 

you who were not able to attend, I will 

summarize a few of the key points 

and provide a link to resources.     

   Every boater should be a weather 

watcher.  You should not go out with-

out first checking the local forecast 

and having a little knowledge of what 

the terms mean.  A beautiful sunny 

day can turn deadly very quickly.   

   Every boater should have a weather 

radio on board, that will sound an 

alarm when conditions warrant your 

attention and action.  

   Every boater should identify the 

nearest shelter to your slip or boating 

area. Everyone should identify shelter 

areas within their home, workplace and school.   

   SKYWARN® storm spotters are part of the ranks of 

citizens who form the Nation's first line of defense 

against severe weather. There can be no finer reward 

than to know that their efforts have given communities 

the precious gift of time  - seconds and minutes that can 

help save lives.   

   Our local National Weather Service (NWS) and its ra-

dar are located in Grand Rapids near the airport.  Due to 

the curvature of the earth, the radar is less accurate at 

deciphering conditions closer to the ground farther from 

the Grand Rapids area. It can see clouds aloft, but the 

radar cannot tell what is happening at ground level in 

the area from Marshall to South Haven. That’s where 

weather spotters come in.  We verify conditions locally.  

Spotters provide “it is occurring now” rather than just 

“radar indicates”. The types of storm activity the NWS is 

interested in are: hail, flooding, strong thunderstorms, 

wind damage and tornados.   

   The training helps us distinguish between “scud” 

clouds that hang below the main cloud bank, but are 

harmless, and mezzo-cyclonic activity that includes rota-

tion and debris. We learn about shelf clouds and wall 

clouds that precede or travel with severe storms.  Wall 

clouds are formed by air being drawn up into the storm 

and tend to move with the storm. A wall cloud is a lower-

ing of the cloud base. Shelf clouds tend to move away 

from the storm. 90% of the clouds we see with storms 

are outflow clouds; only 5% are shelf or wall clouds.   

   Of course, taking the USPS Weather Course provides a 

sound foundation for the two-hour annual National 

Weather Service—Weather Spotter training.   

SKYWARN®  Weather Spotters 

National Weather Service 

   On Palm Sunday, April 11, 1965, Michigan and Indiana 

were two of six Midwest states to be raked by deadly 

tornadoes. It started off as a beautiful day across much 

of the Great Lakes region. In all, 47 tornadoes killed 271 

people and injured over 1,500. This was the fourth 

deadliest tornado outbreak in U.S. history and the dead-

liest of all Indiana outbreaks.  The South Bend weather 

office had issued a tornado warning for LaPorte, Starke, 

and Marshall counties two minutes before the Koontz 

Lake tornado touched down in central Starke County. 

The South Bend office had no radar, nor a remote radar 

feed. They were relying on phone conversations with ra-

dar operators in Chicago.  Finally at 6:50 pm, the South 

Bend office reported . . . “Tornadoes and funnel clouds 

have become so numerous that it is impossible to keep 

track of them. Warnings should therefore exist through-

out the central northern portion of Indiana. The prob-

lems have been intensified by telephones being out in 

many areas making it impossible to notify people”. 

   While the South Bend observer was sending that state-

ment, an F4 tornado started tearing through Allendale /

Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Pictured: Wall Cloud (NWS) 

   While loca-

tions in the 

central and 

southern 

Plains had 

already  

begun using 

civil defense 

sirens to warn 

citizens of 

approaching 

tornadoes, that practice had not yet been adopted in the  

Great Lakes region in 1965. Therefore, many of the peo-

ple who were outside enjoying the warm weather were 

not aware of the tornado forecasts and warnings that 

were being issued. After the Palm Sunday Outbreak, it 

was recommended that the civil defense sirens be used 

for tornado warnings throughout the Plains and Midwest. 

The necessity of having all counties linked to the 

weather bureau via teletype was recognized, as well as 

the need for additional trained spotters. The Palm Sun-

day article was written by Tom Reaugh.  Edited by Sam 

Lashley/Todd Holsten - Nat’l Weather Service 
Thunderstorms, Tornados, Lightning. . . Natures Most Violent 

Storms, 20 pages PDF  

nws.noaa.gov/om/severeweather/resources/ttl6-10.pdf 

Weather Spotterõs Field Guide  

www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/SGJune6-11.pdf 

Supplemental Weather Spotter training resources 

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/?n=spotter 

1965 Palm Sunday Outbreak 

National Weather Service 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/severeweather/resources/ttl6-10.pdf
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/SGJune6-11.pdf
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/?n=spotter


 

Lyndell Bleyer, Editor 

6553 N 37th St 

Richland MI 49083 

 

bleyer@wmich.edu 
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2015 KSPS Bridge Officers    

Commander Cdr James W. Johnston, P 269-375-8441 (home) jimwj@hotmail.com 

Educational Officer 

Administrative Officer 

Treasurer 

Assistant  Treasurer 

Secretary 

P/C Harold Hladky 

Lt/C Jim White 

P/C Nils Strand, AP 

Jerilyn Johnston 

P/C Karen Strand, AP 

269-274-1995 (cell) 

269–345-5136  (home) 

269-964-6690 (home) 

269-375-8441 (home) 

269-964-6690 (home) 

harold.hladky@wmich.edu 

white1727@charter.net  

swegian63@gmail.com 

 

swegian63@gmail.com 

 

KSPS’ Newest Members attended Feb. meeting 

 

 

 Grand Rapids Boat Show’s Friday Volunteers 

Gail, Gary, 

Lyn & Harold 

Bleyer & Hladky  

Paul & Evan Walker, Josh Kilbourn 


