Volume 67, Number 03

APRIL 2015

The Pilot

Kalamazoo Sail & Power Squadron

o it of e United States Power Squadronse

It's a pleasure to see still-shrink-wrapped boats sporadically
appear on driveways that are finally devoid of snow. These
hearty boaters have even preceded the robins’ return and the
first crocus bloom in my area. For many winter-weary folks, April
has been a long time coming, and each new sign of a returning
Spring helps to unthaw our bones a little more.

Many of the big boats are restless to escape winter storage. In
South Haven, the “big boats” will be starting to reappear as the
marinas open on April 15. Final preparations are underway in
many storage facilities, with most boats repaired, cleaned,
waxed, and looking really great. Wise skippers are waiting for

the last vestiges of ice to disappear before venturing forth.
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A further sign of Spring is our rapidly
Calendar: Events 2 approaching D9 Conference to be held

in Shanty Creek. Kalamazoo and South
Bend squadrons will once again team up
to host a Hospitality Room under the

KSPS Classes/Seminars 2

Birthdays 2 able direction of Kalamazoo’s Lyn and
Gary Bleyer and South Bend’s Hazel
Living History 3 Stevens. This award-winning team is at it
again as they plan around the District
9’s musical theme with “Nautical Cats—
Great Lakes Ice 3 the Musical”.
Jamaica Junket: What is it like to take
2015 KSPS 4 a timeout from February’s mounds of

Bridge Officers snow and biting cold and escape to an

all-inclusive resort in sunny Jamaica for

4 a few days? Ever done it? Ever think
about doing it? Join us for April’'s meet-
ing to be held at Moonraker West.

Jim and Jerilyn Johnston will share their
 brief experience with this nearby Carib-
! bean country and its charming people.

And good news; Nils has returned
home and is making slow but positive
i progress in his recuperation. However,
he is not ready to put the batteries back
into his calculator and resume treasurer
duties just yet. Jerilyn Johnston will be
assisting Nils in the interim, so send any
bills to her for reimbursement. Lyn will
be assistant secretary so that Karen can
devote her attention to Nil’s recovery.

Last Call for D9
Spring Conference

D9 Virtual Boat Trainer 4
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We’'re offering a seminar on Knots,
Bends and Hitches. It starts at 1 pm,
Saturday 28 March. Call Wally 312-8876.

Portage Central High will be the location
for the last of our squadron’s four area
America’s Boating Courses . Please refer
friends and relatives.

Class runs Monday nights 7-9 pm from
April 13 to May 11. Enroll online by credit
card at www.ppscommed.org or by
contacting Cherie McMullin at the
Enrichment Office at (269) 323-6700.
Direct anyone interested to our website
or check page two for details.

All our classes are taught by volunteers.
Their efforts are greatly appreciated. This
Spring, we thank: Lyn Bleyer, Phyllis
Buskirk, Wally Corder, Tique Crespo, Jim
Johnston, Joe Mills and Gail & Harold
Hladky. Hope | didn’t overlook anyone.
Come meet and greet students on the
last night of class (dates on pg 2).

One way or another, join us so we can
all unthaw. together!

Jim Johnston
LY KSPS Comman



http://www.ksps-usps.org
http://www.ppscommed.org
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Calendar: KSPS Activities, Events and Meetings
(mark your personal calendar or post on fridge or Spotlight on Education

mirror)

At General meetings speaker / presentation follows dinner.
Executive Committee: - business meeting after dinner. Order
off the menu (range $8 - $26). Prices higher at conference,
COW, and holiday party. RSVP required at these last three.
Be sure to check this month's location. RSVP if indicated.

RSVP not needed at Brewsters, Gull Lake View or Moonraker.
Qs: Lyn (269) 731-5601, Cdr 375-8441, Jim W. 345-5136
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Palm Sunday Tornado 50th Anniversary,
April 11th at 7 pm
Kenowa Hills Auditorium, Grand Rapids, Ml
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Tues 14 April / 6:30 social time, 7 dinner
General Meeting - Moonraker West - Battle Creek
Jamaica Junket - Everyone Welcome
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America’s Boating Course—ABC
Required if born after 1978 for Personal Watercraft
Portage Central - Community Room
April 13 to May 11
$38 / $5 added family member sharing text
Register online by credit card at www.ppscommed.org
or call Cherie McMullin at the
Portage Enrichment Office at (269) 323-6700
Details Call Jim Johnston 375-8441 www.ksps-usps.org
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2015 Spring District 9 Conference
24-26 April, 2015

at Shanty Creek Resorts - Bellaire, Ml
www.d9Zsps.org/files/2015_spring_conference_registration_forms.pdf

Hospitality Night Theme: Musicals
In addition to officers’ meetings, here is a sampling
of Saturday seminars and presentations:

A Seamanship (changes)

A Electronic Navigation

A Vessel Safety Checks

(Highlighting the new manual)

A Hiking to North Manitou
Island (crossing by ice)

A Virtual Trainer Demo

A Boating Activities for Your
Squadron

A Mackinaw Maritime Museum

A Piloting (course changes)
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Safe Boating Week / Portage Family Fish Fair &
Nat’l PFD Awareness Photo Shoot
Saturday 16 May 10 am—noon
Ramona Park
8600 S. Sprinkle Rd
Portage MI

Tell your friends, neighbors, relatives and slip mates
Contact SEO Harold Hladky (269) 274-1995 or the
class coordinator. We need to order course materials
at least 2 weeks before class.

For more detailed course content description visit our
website at http://www.ksps-usps.org

Although the classroom versions of our USPS seminars
are the most beneficial, USPS and BoatUS are offering
some seminars online.

Go to www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm
Offered LOCALLY:

Knots, Bends and Hitches - a 2 hour hands-on "learn
how to tie knots" seminar geared to a wide range of
audiences. Instructor: Joe Mills.

Contact Joe 375-4414 (eve) or Wally (269) 312-8876
for details and location. Date: Saturday 28 March 1 pm

America’s Boating Course 2015 Materials $35, ($38
at Portage) additional family sharing materials only $5
more. Classes are 2 hours per night for 5 weeks.
Please call and let us know you're coming.

KSPS members, come meet and greet students the last
night of class.

ABC Kalamazoo Old Central 6-8 pm Weds Mar 4 - Apr 1
Rm 238 Westnedge & Dutton Wally Corder 312-8876

ABC Battle Creek 7 - 9 pm Thurs - Mar 12, 19, 26,
April 2, (off Apr 9), exam Apr 16 Rm B-14 at
Lakeview Middle School Call Lyn Bleyer 731-5601

ABC Portage Central - Comm. Rm. Apr 13 to May 11
Call Jim Johnston 375-8441 $38/ $5 added person

Details at www.ksps-usps.org

If your ship doesn’t come in,
swim out to meet it. - Jonathan Winters

Birthdays
Birthday not listed? Please let Lyn know.
April Birthdays May Birthdays
1 Ron Voelker 4 Kent Choate
1 Paul Walker 12 Judy Dorais
3 Glenn Hahn 14 Ron McPhee
3 Dan Seng 16 John Goes
9 lJim White 23 Dieter Valk

29 Harriette Griffith 26 Gary Bleyer

26 John Penniman


http://www.ppscommed.org
http://www.ksps-usps.org/Education/MemberCourses.html
http://www.d9‐usps.org/files/2015_spring_conference_registration_forms.pdf
http://www.ksps-usps.org/Education/MemberCourses.html
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm
http://www.ksps-usps.org/Education/MemberCourses.html
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LIVING HISTORY SHOW 2015

THE GREAT LAKES AND ANOTHER COLD WINTER

The Kalamazoo Living History Show™ celebrated 40
years on 21-22 March as the largest indoor living history
event east of the Mississippi. Over 270 venders sell
merchandise and people dress in period costume from
colonial up through the 1890s. | meant to send out an
email to everyone about this event; next year for sure.

Gary and | sat in on two presentations. One was on
Robert Rogers who formed the first Army Ranger corps.
He observed the Indians and changed our style of mili-
tary fighting from straight lines, to using cover, planning
and training. Now I'll have to investigate my mother’s
family tree a little deeper and see if our Rogers branch
traces back to him.

The second presentation was on George Drouillard,
who was born into the Shawnee nation in 1773 in the
Detroit River region, son of Pierre Drouillard, a French
Canadian. George was the third most important man on
the Lewis and Clark expedition. He was a skilled tracker
and hunter, who kept the expedition well fed. He was
fluent in 7 languages (5 native American, French and
English). Here are some photos we took.
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As winter was winding down, the Great Lakes were over
88% iceZovered after another tough winter. Research-
ers reported in February that ice was up to 4 ft. thick in
the middle of Lake Michigan. Record snowfalls and near
record frigid temperatures caused a second difficult year
for Great Lakes shipping. Thick ice coverage on the
Great Lakes means less water is able to evaporate, so
water levels on the lakes will be higher once the ice
melts in the spring.
The Army Corps of Engineers in Detroit reported that the
Lake Michigan ZHuron basin could be 8 Z10” above
average in height for the next six months. March 2014,
Lake Michigan broke a record for ice coverage, when
93.3 percent of the lake’s surface was frozen. This year,
Great Lakes ice has dropped from its peak of 88.75
percent on Feb. 28 to 53 percent as of March 20, 2015.
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More D9 Spring Conference Facts:

Dawn Flynn, JN will become our District Commander.
Birmingham’s Tony Lewandowski, AP who was the D9
District representative at our January Change of Watch,
will become Executive Officer and P/C Tom Smith JN -
also Birmingham, will become District Education Officer.
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Commander Cdr James W. Johnston, P

P/C Harold Hladky
Lt/C Jim White

Educational Officer
Administrative Officer

Treasurer P/C Nils Strand, AP
Assistant Treasurer Jerilyn Johnston
Secretary P/C Karen Strand, AP
Assistant Secretary P/C Lyn Bleyer, P

269-375-8441 (home)

269-274-1995 (cell)
269-345-5136 (home)
269-964-6690 (home)
269-375-8441 (home)
269-964-6690 (home)
269-731-5601 (home)

jimwj@hotmail.com

harold.hladky@wmich.edu
whitel727@charter.net
swegian63@gmail.com
ATreasJerilyn@outlook.com
swegian63@gmail.com
bleyer@wmich.edu

Last Call for Spring Conference

Boating Skills Virtual Trainer

Monday, March 23, was the deadline for booking
Shanty Creek rooms at the $99 D9 conference
rate. Reservation requests received after March 23
will still be accepted provided rooms are available.
(D9 doesn’t need meal reservations until April 20.)

A South Bend/Kalamazoo Squadron breakfast is
offered for the members of our two squadrons on
Saturday morning, thanks to the efforts of Kalama-
zoo Cdr Jim Johnston and wife Jerilyn.

The drive from Kalamazoo to Bellaire, MI, is about
3%2 hours. You can print off all conference forms at
http://www.d94isps.org/files/
2015_spring_conference_registration_forms.pdf

The Boating Skills Virtual Trainer will be at the D9
Spring Conference. Please drop by the display and
try your hand at the helm.



http://www.d9‐usps.org/files/2015_spring_conference_registration_forms.pdf

